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Request to Visitors

The former Hiroshima Army Clothing Depot is not open to the public except for special occasions. The exterior can
by talking loudly or parking on the
s, please respect local residents’ privacy.

be viewed from the efrain from disturbing local res
street. When taking photographs of the buildin
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Introduction

The former Hiroshima Army Clothing Depot is a group of buildings used as warehouses for
military uniforms. It symbolizes the modernization of the city, which developed along with
the military industry. The warchouses are particularly important not only as buildings that
survived the atomic bombing but also as structures that show the historical development of
architectural technology.

Architecture Walk Hiroshima (AWH), a nonprofit organization founded to raise public
awareness of Hiroshima’s important architectural assets, sometimes conducts tours of the
warehouses, which are usually not open to the public. AWH hopes that, through this booklet,

many more people will recognize the value of these historic warehouses.
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History of the Former Hiroshima Army Clothing Depot

The modernization of Hiroshima began with the construction of a modern seaport in the late 19th century.
Following the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in 1894, the port was used by the army, and numerous
military facilities were built in Hiroshima. The military industry was a key factor in the city’s growth. The
four buildings described in this booklet were built in 1913 as warehouses for a factory that manufactured
army uniforms.

These warehouses withstood the atomic bombing of 1945 although they were damaged by the intense heat
and blast. Shortly after the bombing, many injured people were brought here, and many of them died.

After the war, the warehouses were used for high school buildings and then as warehouses for a private
company. Today they are left unused.
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Progress in Ferroconcrete Construction

These warehouses were among the earliest ferroconcrete buildings in Japan. The world’s first
ferroconcrete apartment building was built in France in 1903. Ferroconcrete buildings, or reinforced
concrete buildings, became common in Japan after many brick buildings were destroyed in the Great Kanto bulthaup
Earthquake of 1923. In 1913, when these warehouses were built, ferroconcrete technology had not been - L
fully developed, and engineers were learning through trial and error. These warchouses reflect that - 2

transition period and are important for understanding the history of architectural technology.
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Traditional and Modern Features

The warehouses have both traditional and modern architectural features. While employing the style of the
brick buildings developed in Europe for the exterior, modern ferroconcrete technology was used for the
interior, including the floors and pillars, which would ordinarily have been made of wood or iron. That is to
say, the traditional brick technology was employed for the exterior while the latest ferroconcrete technology
was used for the interior. This combination of old and new is rare.

The design of the buildings is simple but with some decorative details. These features give the buildings
both a “retro” and a modern feel.
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A Place to Sense History

People learn about history not only from books and museums but also by visiting historic sites. Seeing
those sites and feeling the atmosphere there help people gain a true understanding of history. Many
buildings that symbolized the modernization of Hiroshima were destroyed in the war and in the course of
urban development. These large-scale warehouses are among the few remaining buildings that allow people
to learn firsthand about the modern history of Hiroshima.

Visiting the A-bomb Dome is not enough to gain a deep insight into Hiroshima. With their long brick
walls and their iron shutters bent by the atomic bomb, these warehouses are also worth a visit.
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Tours

In November 2016, Architecture Walk Hiroshima offered guided tours of these warehouses, which are
usually closed. Over the course of two days, a total of 264 enthusiastic participants enjoyed this event.
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Symposium

In conjunction with the tours in November 2016, Architecture Walk Hiroshima held a symposium

featuring a discussion by architectural experts.
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